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in naval history. President Lincoln wished the Mis-
sissippi to flow "unvexed" to the sea. Once the
great river was in the possession of the Federal Gov-
ernment, we had cut the Confederacy in two and
separated its armies from the rich sources of supplies
to the westward. In order to accomplish this feat,
which was not finished until Vicksburg and Port
Hudson were taken, a number of gun-boats built for
the purpose were to work their way down the river,
while we of the main fighting; force of the Gulf Squad-
ron were to begin our part in working up the river,
running Forts Jackson and St. Philip and laying
New Orleans under our guns. After my pleasant
midshipman cruise, seeing the sights of the Medi-
terranean, I was to witness a style of warfare as
picturesque as it was hazardous and exacting in its
hardships.

Cruising in the open sea on the lookout for an
enemy whom you are to meet in a decisive battle
is simple, indeed, compared to the experience that
was to try our nerves on the Mississippi. Here was
a sufficient outlet for the abundant spirits of any
young lieutenant or midshipman. It was war for
us for four years, a war which brought us so fre-
quently under fire, and required such constant vigil-
ance, that war appeared to be almost a normal state
of affairs to us.

The leaders on the other side were men bred to
the same traditions as we were. Officers fought